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The Stage Lights Are Powered by Nietzsche’s 
Spinning Corpse – An Author’s Note 

by Jeremy Richards
A musical about Friedrich Nietzsche is unexpected and inevitable. Many people 
laugh at the title simply because they picture Nietzsche as a dour pessimist 
who pronounced God dead. This image, of course, is a caricature as broad and 
obscuring as that famous walrus mustache. True, Nietzsche was often reclusive, 
wracked with disease and grappling with despair, but he was also the philoso-
pher who celebrated Dionysus, the god of revelry, music, and chaos. Nietzsche 
wrote poetry and composed music. He praised irony. He declared that every 
truth should be accompanied by laughter. Speaking of his only full work of 
fiction, the book Nietzsche held to be his greatest contribution, he said, “the 
whole of Zarathustra might be considered under the rubric of music.” Here, 
then, is that rubric, in the twisted, heretical, and buoyant fashion that lifted 
Nietzsche above the nihilistic fray. As the bumper sticker that swaps “God is 
dead” —Nietzsche for “Nietzsche is Dead” —God, we take Nietzsche’s exulta-
tion that he would “only believe in a God who could dance” to call his bluff, 
spin his corpse, and finally say, “Here, Friedrich: The dancing shoes are yours.”

A Note From the Composer
by Robert Scherzer

A couple months of writing, a handful of readings, a few thousand dollars, a 
slew of talented, intelligent performers and we arrive at Nietzsche: The Musi-
cal. Created from a symbiotic relationship between word and melody, much of 
the music and lyrics of the piece came to life surprisingly organically and with 
little force from either Jeremy or myself. Many of the pieces are derived from 
improvised melodies created while discussing inter-character relationships, giving 
more specific shape to the plot’s subtext. The pendulous additions of lyrics and 
score combined with immeasurably helpful feedback from this inaugural cast of 
Nietzsche: The Musical eventually led to the show in its current incarnation. 
Our sincere gratitude goes out to the company of this cast and to you for your 
support. We invite and encourage you to give us any and all feedback you may 
have about the script or music, it is greatly appreciated. Please send all com-
ments to nietzschethemusical@gmail.com. Your support of the arts keeps this 
city one of the most breathtaking places on earth – and it keeps our hearts full. 
Thank you.



Historical Characters
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900) A German philosopher and philologist 
best known for his concepts of self-overcoming through “the will to power” 
and “eternal return.” The son of a Lutheran pastor, Nietzsche’s claim that 
“God is dead” struck him as a profound crisis and a call for the “revaluation of 
all values.” In January of 1889, Nietzsche was in Turin, Italy when he tried to 
stop a horse from being whipped. He collapsed in the street and remained in 
a near catatonic state until his death on August 25th, 1900. 

Lou Salome (1861–1937) At the time she met Nietzsche, the Russian-born 
Lou Salome was a 21-year-old just out of university. She eventually became 
an accomplished psychoanalyst and author, the wife of Carl Andreas, and the 
lover of poet Rainer Maria Rilke.

Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche (1846–1935) The sister of Friedrich Nietzsche, 
Elisabeth married anti-Semitic activist Bernhard Förster and soon assumed his 
sympathies. She took care of Friedrich during his final years, but later edited 
and distorted her brother’s work to serve the ideologies of the Nazi party.

Bernhard Förster (1843–1889) A German high school teacher who became 
obsessed with Aryan purity and anti-Semitism. In 1887, Förster traveled to 
Paraguay and founded Nueva Germania, a colony he envisioned for a pure 
Aryan race.

Paul Rée (1849–1901) A German philosopher who later practiced medicine, 
Rée was once a close friend and inspiration to Friedrich Nietzsche. He intro-
duced Friedrich to Lou Salome, and the three once considered living together 
in what they called a “chaste ménage à trois.” 

Richard Wagner (1813–1883) A German composer and author best known 
for his opera cycle Der Ring des Nibelungen. Wagner was once a friend and 
mentor to Nietzsche, but Nietzsche eventually distanced himself from Wag-
ner’s aesthetic and became appalled by Wagner’s anti-Semitic beliefs. 

Cosima Wagner (1837–1930) The daughter of composer Franz Liszt and 
wife of Richard Wagner. She became the director of the Bayreuth Festival fol-
lowing Richard’s death in 1883. When Nietzsche was joining the military as a 
medical orderly, Cosima counseled him to send the soldiers cigars instead. 

Excerpts from Nietzsche’s writings in Nietzsche! The Musical were drawn 
from translations by Walter Kaufmann, R. J. Hollingdale, Josefine Nauckhoff, 
Adrian Del Caro, and Clancy Martin.



Julia Beers (Anna, Attendant) is so excited to be joining the cast of Nietz-
sche! Julia has appeared locally with SecondStory Repertory, Seattle Musical 
Theatre, GreenStage and others. Uber-thanks to Kate, Rob and all of Team 
Nietzsche, and love to family, friends, and C. Look for Julia next this July tour-
ing the Seattle parks in Balagan Theatre’s Greetings from Styx!

Daniel A. Guttenberg (Richard Wagner) is a proud graduate of the Los 
Angeles City College Theatre Academy, where he appeared as Friar Bonaven-
tura in ‘Tis PIty She’s a Whore and Millet in Fuddy Meers, amongst other roles. 
Favorite roles in the Sacramento area include Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Autolycus in The Winter’s Tale, and Buffo the Clown in Nights at the 
Circus. A recent arrival in the Northwest, he is involved in several children’s 
theatre projects and can be seen this summer in a park near you as Lord Capu-
let in the upcoming Greenstage production of Romeo and Juliet.

Stephanie Holser (Lou Salome) a Seattle native, developed a love for the 
arts at an early age while a student at Kirkland based Studio East: Training for 
the Performing Arts. Her time there led her to Emerson College in Boston and 
eventually to Circle in the Square Theatre School in New York. Past credits in-
clude Angel (Christmas Cabaret) and Ruthie (Bat Boy: the Musical) at Second 
Story Rep, Lacy (My Narrator) at Edge of the World and Columbine (Cin-
derella) at StoryBook Theatre. Her next project is HaUNTED with StageRight 
Theatre Company in October.

Ryan McCabe (Ben Cohen, Paul Rée) Local credits include: Plaid Tid-
ings (‘08 & ‘09 editions); Reefer Madness: The Musical; Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom; The Producers; Jane Eyre; Chess; and 3 incarnations of the New Voices 
series. Next: the Seattle premiere of BJ: A Musical Romp. Thanks to the family, 
the peeps, Jeremy & Robert, and Kate. Ryan may not be a proud member of 
AEA, but he is an honorary Staggering Harlette … and that’s just as awesome.

Natalie Anne Moe (Cosima Wagner, Italian Bidder) is thrilled to be 
making her Unexpected Productions debut in this unlikeliest of uber-musicals. 
A graduate of Northwestern University’s Musical Theatre program, Natalie 
has performed locally at Village Theatre, Showtunes!, Centerstage, Civic Light 
Opera, and the list goes on … Favorite roles include Eliza Doolittle in My Fair 
Lady (CST), Vivian Della Hoya in Promises, Promises (Showtunes!), and Kate/
Lilli in Kiss Me, Kate (BPA). Love to family, friends, and Storytellers!



Guy Nelson (Bernhard Förster) has been in many shows at Unexpected 
Productions, including playing the role of school principal in their original pro-
duction of Reefer Madness: The Musical. He’s sung with Seattle Opera and 
Civic Light Opera and has performed with many local improv groups, including 
Yug & Asil, The Edge, Off Limits and Blood Squad. You might hear him on the 
local airwaves on Seattle’s NPR station KUOW, where he’s the News Director 
and occasional talk show host.

Shana Pennington-Baird (Elisabeth Nietzsche, Mathilde Adler) has 
been performing in Seattle for 14 years. Past roles include Louisa in The Fanta-
sticks with the Bathhouse Theatre, Yona in Children of Eden with Civic Light 
Opera, and Jennet in Tam Lin with Book-It Repertory Theatre. Other shows 
include Rain City Follies, The Bouffants and eight years of Forbidden Christ-
mas. She has also worked with Mystery Cafe, Seattle Shakespeare Company, 
and the 5th Ave Musical Theatre. Regionally, she has worked at the Oregon 
Cabaret, Okoboji Summer Theater and Missoula Children’s Theatre. Shana is 
also honored to be the Executive Director for the Icicle Creek Theatre Festival.

Sarah Petty (Helen Cohen) is thankful and excited to be a part of this 
project. She hopes to successfully translate the crazy caverns of Jeremy’s brain 
and the musical musing of Maestro Scherzer. Many thanks to Kate, Emily, 
and Colin for “putting it all together” and the cast for creating such a lovely 
environment to play in. And finally, thank you to Rob for working tirelessly 
(even when exhausted) to compose music that inspires and invigorates. She is 
extremely proud of him and is honored to sing his notes. “Without music, life 
would be a mistake.” —Friedrich Nietzsche.

Cheryl Platz (Chloe) is an ensemble member with Unexpected Productions 
and appears regularly in their flagship show, Seattle TheaterSports. She’s also 
very active in the local musical theatre community; recent roles include Cin-
derella in Into the Woods and Hope in Something’s Afoot. All my love to Jim, 
who helped me embark on this crazy journey just 3 weeks after knee surgery 
– and thanks to the awesome cast and crew for their support!

Daniel Stoltenberg (Reggie, Irish Bidder) didn’t know much about Ni-
etzsche before doing this show, despite having studied him in college, so he 
pounced on this opportunity like a lion pounces on old values. Recent esca-
pades include Plaid Tidings at ArtsWest, The Believers at Annex Theatre, and 
King John with GreenStage. Many thanks to the prolific Kate Jaeger and the 
astounding Rob Scherzer for all their amazing work, and to Jeremy Richards for 
penning the line “rip the jugular out of your day.” RAR!



Justin Sund (Friedrich Nietzsche)’s on-stage prowess and behind-the-
scenes magic has dazzled Seattle audiences since returning home from Wash-
ington University in 2000. Justin has directed several breathtaking shows with 
Wing-It Productions, including Dirty Laundry, Lovetanic and Lease: Seattle’s 
Own Rock Opera. Performance-wise, Justin was a member of Jet City Improv 
for seven years, was one half of the “irreverent” comedy duo Cupcake, and 
has performed in several productions at Wing-It, including the über-hit Election 
Show, winner of the Edward R. Murrow award for Comedic Excellence. This 
is Justin’s first foray into Musical Theater since playing Stine in an all student 
production of City of Angels in 1999. So, for the love of God (if he’s still alive) 
please wish Justin luck. But don’t say “Good luck” cuz that’s bad luck. Justin 
would also like to thank his wife Destiny for being awesome and letting him 
disappear six days a week to kill God and kiss and dance with pretty girls. 
She’s pretty much the best thing out there.

Evan Woltz (Kyle Scott) is tickled pink to be in Nietzsche: The Musi-
cal, and to be working with Unexpected Productions for the first time. You 
may have also seen him recently at Balagan Theatre in The Full Monty, and 
at ArtsWest in Gutenburg! The Musical! and/or Bat Boy: the Musical. Other 
shows include Razia’s Shadow and A New Brain with Contemporary Classics, 
Measure for Measure with Ghostlight Theatricals and Barnum! with Show-
tunes! Theatre Company. Evan would like to continue getting parts in shows 
with “the Musical” in the title, in hopes that one day he will collect the whole 
set. Special thanks to BFF’s Mom, Dad, and Erin for their unyielding love and 
support.

Jeremy Richards (Book and Lyrics) is a writer, actor, and an on-air producer 
for Seattle NPR station KUOW. His work has appeared widely, including Mc-
Sweeney’s, The Spoken Word Revolution Redux, The Poetry Foundation, The 
Morning News, RATTLE, and on National Public Radio’s Morning Edition and 
All Things Considered. In tours and performances, Richards was a two-time 
member of Seattle’s National Poetry Slam team, a three-time winner of the 
Bumbershoot Poetry Slam, and was invited to perform on HBO’s Def Poetry. 
Richards studied philosophy and theology at Gonzaga University. He graduates 
this June with an MA in Cultural Studies from The University of Washington. 
http://www.jeremyrichards.com



Rob Scherzer (Composer, Music Director) is a recent East Coast to Se-
attle transplant who has worked in the theatre/music scene in: Vienna, Austria 
for the St. Augustinerkirche Chor, NYC for the Broadway company of Hair-
spray and Broadway Cares: Equity Fights Aids, many countries and cities in 
Asia for the 10th Anniversary World Tour of Rent as Company/Tour Manager. 
Rob now resides in Seattle and performs with the Seattle Symphony Chorale 
and can often be seen providing a live improvised score for the cast of Jet City 
Improv and Twisted Flicks at Wing-It Productions in the University District. 
Rob is the co-creator of RK productions (with director Kate Jaeger (who he 
loves – and she’s brilliant) and does a ton of other stuff in town, including 
teaching private voice lessons (please email vocalife@gmail.com for more infor-
mation). His heart is constantly broken due to the overwhelming graciousness 
and love he receives from so many amazing people in his life, with special 
thanks to the immensely talented company of Nietzsche, Jeremy, Melis, Pepa, 
Mema, Dad, Mom, the beautiful & talented Sarah Petty, and of course, KP.

Kate Jaeger (Director) is very active in the Seattle theatre community as 
an actor, director and educator. She feels honored that Jeremy and Rob have 
trusted her with this amazing new work. She wants to thank the cast and 
crew who have been so committed to bringing this story to life. Their hard 
work and dedication are the heart and soul of this production. Kate teaches 
for the Seattle Children’s Theatre and Youth Theatre Northwest. She performs 
regularly with Jet City Improv in the University District of Seattle. Recent roles 
include the ‘Nun’ in Chasing Nicolette with Village Theatre, ‘Louise’ in Always 
Patsy Cline with Centerstage Theatre and ‘Mae’ in Reefer Madness: The Musi-
cal with RK Productions (which she also directed).

Colleen Gillon (Choreographer) is uber pumped to lend her silly ideas and 
dance skillz to this new production. When she’s not learning Irish step dancing 
from the interwebs and thinking of innocent ways to pose naughtily, Colleen 
likes to perform. Favorite recent roles include Sally/Reefer Slut – Reefer Madness 
(RK Productions), Brooke/Vicki – Noises Off, Princess Winnefred – Mattress 
(BPA), Janet – Rocky Horror Show (NET). Thanks to Kate and Rob for the op-
portunity and the phenomenal cast and crew for the friendship and fun!

Emily Kight (Stage Manager, Lights, Costumes) is very excited to be a 
part of this production! She graduated in June ‘09 from Western Washington 
University with a BA in Theatre Arts, concentration in Acting and, after living 
just outside the city for several months, has finally moved to Seattle. Past 
Stage Management credits include: The Belle of Amherst (STC), Oklahoma! 
(Ovation!), Trial of God (WWU), and Convention* (WWU Student Theatre 
Productions, *KCACTF Participant).



Cast
Julia Beers Anna, Attendant

Daniel Guttenberg Richard Wagner
Stephanie Holser Lou Salome

Ryan McCabe Ben Cohen, Paul Rée
Natalie Moe Cosima Wagner, Italian Bidder

Guy Nelson Bernhard Förster
Shana Pennington-Baird Elisabeth Nietzsche, Mathilde Adler

Sarah Petty Helen Cohen
Cheryl Platz Chloe

Daniel Stoltenberg Reggie, Irish Bidder
Justin Sund Friedrich Nietzsche

Evan Woltz Kyle Scott
Christa Bell Woman Reciting Nietzsche

Jeremy Richards NPR Voice

Band
Robert Scherzer Conductor

Kimberly Dare Piano
Jack Weber Keyboard

Greg Bagley Bass
Andrew Hare Drums

Julia Beers Violin

Production
Kate Jaeger Director

Robert Scherzer Music Director
Colleen Gillon Choreographer
Emily Kight Stage Manager,  

Lights, Costumes
Scott Shaver Sound Designer

Michael Ledezma Hair and Wigs
Tony Beeman Poster Artist
Colin Howells Projections  

& Sound Effects
Justin Sund Additional Sound Effects
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